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CC Connections

It was a surprise the Sunday people 
came to Mass and the hymn books were 
gone. 

“No singing,” we were told. Despite 
masks, full-on vocalization was more apt 
to spread the Covid virus than simply 
speaking.

To those with good ears, the response 
was reluctant. A low hum throughout the 
church was proof that giving up our 
songs was hard to do. Eventually, as 
more and more people accepted the 
reasoning behind the prohibition, Masses 
got quieter, except for the musicians who 
did all thee singing for us.

Then, last month, the hymnals 
appeared again. A lot of people have 
been vaccinated, and Covid seems to 
have backed off, or been pushed back. 
Bishop David Ricken said parishes that 
require masking could once again sing 
the hymns, but he left the final decision 
up to the discretion of each pastor. 
Suddenly, after months of restraint here 
at Corpus Christi, Sunday Mass sounds 
the way it should.

   For many people, the return of 
music is most welcome.

“There are so many 
hymns I really love 
that I was missing,” 
said Marian Schlise. 
“Singing is such an 
integral part of the 
Mass.”
   For most people, it 
just seems natural to 
burst out in song 
during the Mass, to 
worship God in word 
and music, to “pray 

twice,” as St. Augustine described 
singing. St. Paul said we should be 
"speaking to yourselves in psalms, and 
hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing 
and making melody in your hearts to the 
Lord.” (Eph. 5:19)

It might surprise people that the 
Church encourages much more singing 
than we actually do, including the 
greetings back and forth between the 
priest and the people, the Eucharistic 
prayer and the Our Father, in addition to 
the Gloria, Sanctus and Agnus Dei. 

“The Mass itself is a song. It is meant 
to be sung,” said Bishop Thomas 
Olmsted of Phoenix. 

Pope Pius X (1903-1914) and many 
popes since then have strongly 
encouraged preserving the beautiful 
chants that are part of our heritage. The 
reason they are is rather interesting.

According to Bishop Olmsed, “The 
Church inherited the psalms of the Old 
Testament as her basic prayer and hymn 
book for worship. With these sacred 
texts she also adopted the mode of 
singing that had been established during 
the development of the psalms: a way of 
articulated singing, with or without 
instrumental accompaniment, which 
German historian Martin Hengel has 
called ‘sprechgesang’ – ‘sung- speech.’” 
We recognize that in our chanting of the 
responsorial psalm.

“This choice in Israel’s history wasn’t 
arbitrary,” Bishop Olmsted continued. 
“It was a rejection of the frenzied and 
intoxicating music of the neighboring 
and threatening pagan cults. This way of 

singing the psalms remained in use at the 
coming of Christ.”      The early Jewish 
Christians continued this music into the 
Eucharistic liturgy,, and it’s still 
available today, although we don’t hear 
it very often. However, beautiful 
recordings of chant can be obtained from 
monasteries both East and West and are 
the perfect backdrop to personal prayer 
time.

When asked 
how she felt about 
singing at Mass, 
Lucy Groth 
headed to the 
psalms: “I will 
sing to the Lord 
all my life; I will 
sing praise to God 
as long as I live.”  
Psalm 104:33 

“Simply put,” she said,  “singing at 
Mass is another form of prayer for me.  
Some of the greatest songs have been 
inspired by biblical passages.  They 
speak to me; bring me hope and God’s 
peace.  When the emotions of the past 
difficult year have gripped my heart, I 
need to focus myself outward, away 
from what is happening within. This is 
when I turn to music and singing.  I 
believe singing the hymns and Mass 
parts are all part of the Mass experience.   
Just as I recite the “Our Father” at Mass, 
so must I sing at Mass.”

And now we can! Let us all “raise a 
joyful noise” unto the Lord as we gather 
as a parish family.

We don’t have to keep from singing

Marian Schlise

Lucy Groth
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Parish Council Notes
It’s gratifying to see how many times during this past year, 

people have stepped up--either because of outside circumstances, 
or because of the pandemic. That’s the way it should be in a parish.

We have music at every Mass, despite the fact that our music 
director’s schedule changed and he’s not available on Sunday. We 
have delicious chicken dinners now and then, despite the fact that 
it’s too soon to have indoor dining. We’re able to watch a video of 
our Masses, which is so appreciated by those who are still leery of 
actually coming to Mass. We had beautiful Christmas decorations, 
set up by volunteers who stayed masked and watched their 
distances while working. We have a group of faithful pray-ers to lift 
up to God the special needs of parishioners who ask for support.

To all of these people, we say thank you!
But... There’s always a “but” isn’t there. We need a little more 

help, and it might require people to step out of their comfort zone. 
We need lectors for all three Masses.

Some of our old faithfuls have had surgery, one dealt with Covid 
in the family, at least one died, another had a death in the family--
one by one, for very good reasons, lectors have had to resign or 
suspend their service. We need new people to step up and say, “I’ll 
do it.”

Nervous about getting up there? It will pass, and there are plenty 
of others who are simply glad it’s you up there and not them. Don’t 
want to be “tied down” to a particular Mass every weekend? If 
enough people volunteer, you’ll be scheduled only once a month or 
even less. Think you’re not a good enough reader? C’mon, deep 
down you KNOW whether you can read aloud well. You “always” go 
to a particular Mass?  Switching--if necessary--once a month 
really isn’t that much of a penance, and scheduler Dianne Zirbel 
tries to give people the Mass they request.

Once those excuses are out of the way, you’ll be given a lector’s 
manual that helps you understand the readings, pronounce the hard 
words, and use the right voice inflections where most effective.

So, how about it? Ask God whether becoming a lector is 
something he’d like you to do for your parish. Don’t leave the job for 
the “other guy.” Call Tina in the office at 743-4716 and she’ll get 
you started. And thank you in advance!

--Monica Sawyn
Parish Council secretary

  It seems a little strange and almost inappropriate to be 
writing about myself, the editor of this newsletter, but if it 
were anyone else, I would have considered this newsworthy.

So, for those of you who don’t already know, George and I 
are the volunteers who video the Mass each weekend and 
make it available for those who are still uncomfortable 
coming to church in person.

We’re not professionals at this, by 
any means, so neither is our 
equipment. We use an iPad which 
remains stationery, and two old, 
small Canon cameras in video mode 
set on tripods, one on each side of 
the center aisle. I operate one, 
George the other. The sound is taken 
from a recorder that plugs directly 
into the in-house sound system so 
that all sound is approximately the 
same level and quality, except for 
any speaker who doesn’t have a mic.

Once the recording is done, 
George has a couple hours of work 
editing all the clips together on what 
he calls “iron age” equipment, then 
it’s exported and finally emailed to 

our web master, Judy Laessig. George finally broke down and 
got a solid-state hard drive for his elderly computer. Before he 
got that, the whole process took much longer.

The link to the Mass video is posted on the parish’s web site 
(ccparish.net) by Judy, who waits up on Saturday nights so it 
will be available as soon as possible. While the link is on our 
parish web site, the video lives on a page on George’s music 

web site (which explains the 
“musicbygeorge” you sometimes see 
in the link).
   Neither George nor I ever expected 
this videoing gig to last more than a 
few weeks, but, thanks to Covid’s 
tenacity, it’s been many months. And 
nowadays, George has to man all the 
equipment by himself while I recover 
from total knee replacement. 
   But George and I agree that it’s a 
service we enjoy providing for our 
fellow parishioners. We all serve 
wherever we can, and everyone’s 
gifts vary. God planned that out 
pretty well, eh?

--Monica Sawyn

Getting the Mass to the parish

Monica and George Sawyn, with their faithful 
companion and sometimes helper, Tillie.
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Over the past few months, we’ve been running a series 
explaining various parts of a Catholic church. Due to space 
limitations, it’s been a while since we visited the series. This 
month we return.

Ambry for Holy Oils

Each church stores holy oils for use in various ceremonies. 
New oils are blessed annually during Holy Week by the bishop 

at the chrism Mass and then 
distributed to parishes. They 
are presented to the parish 
during the Holy Thursday 
Mass. The oils are: the oil of 
the catechumens, the oil of the 
sick and the chrism. They are 
kept locked in an ambry, a 
French word meaning wall 
safe or cupboard. Our 

Catechism says, “The sacred chrism (myron), used in 
anointings as the sacramental sign of the seal of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, is traditionally reserved and venerated in a secure 
place in the sanctuary. The oil of catechumens and the oil of the 
sick may also be placed there” (CCC, No. 1183).

At Corpus Christi, the ambry is visible only as a small brass 
door in the wall near the window of the cry room, and is no 
longer used because it is quite small. Our oils are stored in the 
sacristy. 

Recently, Fr. Ryan began discussion with the parish council 
about purchasing a new ambry mounted on the wall, with the 
oils in cruets and visible through glass doors so that 
parishioners can see them. An example of that can be found at 
St. Joseph Church.

The location of the new ambry hasn’t been decided, but it 
will be something to look forward to. If anyone would be 
interested in contributing toward that purchase, contact the 
office at 743-4716.

It’s definitely not always women in the kitchen, at least not 
here at Corpus Christi. Steve LaLuzerne and Jeff Bruemmer 
have donned their chef’s hats on many occasions to help serve 
up delicious meals--first with the St. Patrick’s Day dinners, 
and now with the drive-through chicken dinners.

   The most recent of those 
was on Super Bowl Sunday, 
and those who bought the 
ridiculously affordable meals 
at $10 each got half a chicken, 
potatoes and gravy, cole slaw 
and two dinner rolls. The 
chicken wasn’t just any old 
baked chicken; it was the 
iconic chicken that Corpus 
Christi is famous for, moist, 
well-seasoned, tender and 

tasting like more.
Because of Covid (a familiar phrase these days) people lined 

up in their cars and waited for the dinners to be brought out to 
them. Everyone wore masks, and the process flowed quickly 
and smoothly. In just under an hour, 222 dinners were served. 
and a few people had to be turned away.

“It would be hard to prepare more dinners because of lack of 
space in the kitchen,” said Tina Lauder-Boucher, who, with 
husband Mike, manned the outdoor portion of the serving line. 
Reservations aren’t taken because it would make the process 
more unwieldy, especially on days as cold as it was that 
Sunday.

This time around, none of the costs were underwritten by 
benefactors, so profit for the parish was down by a bit, coming 
in at something like $1,700. But the dinners aren’t just about 
profit, they’re about a means for people of the parish to work 
together and, in a way, eat together, despite Covid restrictions.

Sixteen volunteers cooked, boxed, and served this dinner. 
Some arrived at different times to bag the rolls or plate the 
cole slaw, and those who worked together in kitchen or outside 
were from the same household. Everyone still wore masks.

“It was a great crew,” Tina said. “And so many people 
commented how delicious the meals were and how glad they 
were to get them.”

Yet another way to demonstrate how members of Corpus 
Christi’s family use their gifts for the benefit of all. 

Drive-by chicken a hit once again

Did You Know...?

Don’t be left out!
Sign up for Flocknote, which delivers last minute 

announcements and reminders as email or texts. Go to 
ccparish.net and click on the Flocknote icon.



4

Recently, a woman whose adult son died a year ago from 
cancer turned to a friend whose son also had died.

“I cry every day, all day long,” the first woman said. “Is that 
normal?”

They talked about grief being very 
individual, both in duration and in the 
manner of handling it. They talked about 
the son’s death, his ability to receive the 
anointing of the sick, her belief that he was 
safe in heaven.

Then the woman said, “I actually 
believed that if I asked, God would heal 
him of his cancer. But God chose not to heal 
my son.”

There it was. There was the deep-down 
reason for her daily tears. She was angry at 
God without realizing it. She felt betrayed by a supposingly 
loving God who could have done something and didn’t.

The friend advised her to tell God she was angry, even though 
He already knows; to be honest before him in her prayers, and to 
let him comfort and teach her.

Many of us pray to God the way we think we ought. We tell 
him what we want of him, but we don’t tell him what we’re 
feeling about him, if it’s a negative feeling. Sometimes we don’t 
acknowledge it to ourselves. But looking inside ourselves and 
recognizing what might be keeping us from feeling close to God, 
or trusting him, can be the start of a deeper relationship with 
him. It’s like the dynamic between parents and children.

Not everyone, of course, is angry at God, or afraid to trust 
him. But many are, without realizing it. This Lenten season is a 
good time to sit down with God and hash out your issues. One 
way to uncover them is through the daily Mass Scripture 
readings, which are always indicated in our bulletin.

For instance, Psalm 23 from March 14 says, “only goodness 
and kindness follow me all the days of my  life.” Do you believe 
it? Talk to God about it. Write about it in a notebook, so you can 

let God speak 
through your 
written thoughts.
On March 15, the 
reading from 
Isaiah 65:17-18,  
says, “The things 
of the past shall 
not be 
remembered or 
come to mind. 
Instead there 
shall always be 
rejoicing and 
happiness in 

what I create.” Do you believe that? Or are you harboring a 
grudge against someone that you can’t quite let go of, even if 
you’ve tried. Or a grudge against God for not giving us 
something we asked for. Or maybe you worry that God will hold 
your own past sins against you. Be honest with God about that. 
Write down your grievances and worries, honestly, admitting to 

God what you’ve been thinking and dwelling on. Let him heal 
you and teach you.

The Lenten readings are full of wisdom and challenge, and it 
would be a shame if we didn’t ponder them daily to recognize 

ourselves and God, and to talk over our 
knee-jerk 
reactions to 
specific 
passages, be 
they good or 
bad.
Then, when 
Easter comes, 
we can truly 
thank God for 
“giving us back 

the joy of your salvation.” (Psalm 
51:14, March 21 responsorial) We 
won’t be harboring any secrets from 
God. (As if we could.)

Connecting
with

the liturgy

The Coronavirus

In the Name of Jesus,
And by His Most Precious Blood,
With your oceans of Mercy, Lord,
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

COVID-19 and any other forms of infectious diseases,
I order you to be

Disabled,
Discharged,

And defeated!
Take your hands off of me,

My family,
My property,
My finances,

My work,
My parish,
My Church,

My community, 
My state,

My country,
and the world!

You, COVID-19 and all other infectious diseases,
Are hereby disabled, discharged, and defeated,

In the Holy Name of Jesus,
By His Most Precious Blood,

By the overflowing Mercy of God’s love,
And by the power of the Holy Spirit!

Amen and Amen!

By Bishop David L. Ricken

Learning to be honest with God
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: If I were to choose just one thing to focus on for Lent, should it be prayer, fasting or almsgiving?

A: Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are like the three sides of a triangle.  You need each one to hold up the other two.  
Jesus says that prayer without at least intermittent fasting becomes lifeless, and that certain things will only happen 
in our lives through prayer AND fasting.  And if my prayer and fasting are authentic, the fruit will be almsgiving; 
having a deep concern for the good of others and giving to them in their need.  You and I can not just focus on prayer 
or fasting or almsgiving.  The three feed off of each other.  And they are three things meant to be part of our lives 
throughout the year.  Lent merely focuses our attention on them to prepare us to celebrate the Easter Triduum (Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter).

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC CameraConnections

Freelance photographer and writer Kevin 
O’Donnell staged this photo of Fr. Tony and his 
hundreds of ribbons won at the county fair for 
chickens, flowers, and who-knows-what else. 
That must be some kind of record!

It was a confirmation for the record this past January. Close family only, and masks on 
everyone. But the confirmation team worked hard to make it a special day for the students, 
who themselves had to be self-motivated when preparing virtually at home. Photographer 
Matt Orthober captured them all on their special day. We welcome all these young adults into 
full participation in the Catholic church!

Left, Eric and Nicole Dietrich, 
with their daughter Nicole, 
brought baby Watson for 
baptism, adding a new member 
to our parish family. Right, 
s is ters Ashley and E l l ie , 
accompanied by parents Scott 
and Renee, take a closer look at 
the Christmas crib.

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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